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Delta
Week
2012
Marshall celebrates NPHC
BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON

This week is an important
time for the Marshall University’s Delta Sigma Theta
sorority.
This entire week is
dedicated to Delta Week,
something the sorority does
every year in April around
the same time.
Having Delta week is a
way for the sorority to step
out and let the students on
campus know who they are
and what they are about.
“It’s a way for the NPHC
organization to step out and
present their sorority individually by having different
programs,” said Andrea
Booker, president of Delta
Sigma Theta.
NPHC stands for National
Pan-Hellenic Council, a collaborative organization of
nine historically African
American,
international
Greek lettered fraternities
and sororities, sometimes

Health Systems presents ‘Get Yourself Tested’
BY MOLLY URIAN
THE PARTHENON

Planned
Parenthood
Health Systems will continue to celebrate National
STD
Awareness
Month
by presenting “Get Yourself Tested” from 10 a.m.
through 3 p.m. Thursday
in the Memorial Student

known as the “Divine Nine.”
The week is not necessarily a recruitment time
for them, but it is a way for
the sorority to let girls know
what the organization is
about.
The events for this week
have already started, but
they will last throughout the
week. The events will range
from vital society problems such as the Trayvon
Martin case, to more enjoyable things such as an ice
cream social, a picnic and a
pageant.
There will be a Mr.
Debonair Pageant in the
basement of the student
center Wednesday.
“It’s for different males
around campus to present
themselves to the student
body,” Booker said. “It’s
kind of like a female pageant, but this is speciﬁcally
for males only.”
The events are picked out

Center Plaza.
One in two sexually active young individuals will
contract an STD by the age
of 25.
The event will allow students to learn about the
importance of maintaining sexual health through
resources from Planned
Parenthood Health Systems,

Marshall’s LGBTO group,
the Women’s Center and
Student Health. Students
will have the opportunity to
receive informational materials and sign up to be tested
for free with Marshall’s Student Health Program.
Planned
Parenthood
Health
Systems
spring
intern Jordan Bean and

See GYT I Page 5

HOLD
THE
PHONE
TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON

Michelle Rupp from
Ann Arbor, Mich., kills
time via iPhone while
waiting for a friend to
get out of class.

See DELTA I Page 5

Four Marshall students
BY CHRISTINA CARRION

go the extra mile for cancer

THE PARTHENON

Some people bike for
their health, some people
bike for fun but some people bike for a cure.
Four fraternity brothers
from Marshall University’s
Delta Chi chapter will bike
across five states on a 618mile journey to raise money
for the Jimmy V. Cancer Research Foundation.
“We thought it’d be really
cool to bike from Huntington
to our headquarters in Iowa
City and present them with
a check of the money we
raised,” said Scott Hamlin,
a senior history major from
Huntington.
Marshall’s Delta Chi chapter already obtained over
$2,000 in donations this year,
Hamlin said. The group
hopes they will receive more
donations and support from
the towns they pass through.
Hamlin said they will distribute brochures about the
Jimmy V Foundation in the
towns they stop at but he
said also plans to get people

Marshall public relations
senior, said Planned Parenthood is trying to make
young people more comfortable with the idea of getting
tested and maintaining their
sexual health.
“Young people often don’t
know how to talk about sex

CHRISTINA CARRION | THE PARTHENON

LEFT TO RIGHT: Marshall students, Scott Hamlin, Anthony Severino, Cameron Mallory and Seth Rabatin will bike more than 600 miles to
raise money for the Jimmy V. Cancer Research Foundation.
involved with their trip. He
said he wants to chronicle
the trip with photos of the
people they meet holding a

whiteboard with the words
“Imagine a world without
cancer…” with their response attached.

The photos will create
a collage that Hamlin said
he hopes will represent the
group’s fulﬁllment and unity

from the trip.
Though the excursion
is for their philanthropy,
the group also intends to

represent Huntington.
“We thought this trip
would also give Huntington a
better image,” Hamlin said,
“instead of being the fattest
city.”
They said they expect the
ride to encourage other Huntington residents to bicycle.
“This trip has been on
our minds for awhile,”
Anthony Serverino, senior
criminal justice major from
Elkins, W.Va., said regarding their decision to make
the trip. Three of the four
fraternity brothers are seniors and decided to make
the trip at the end of their
last semester together.
“We want to do this for
ourselves, for Jimmy V., for
Delta Chi, and for everyone
else who’s been affected by
cancer,” Hamlin said.
It might sound like all
work and no play, but the
group planned a few stops
of interest such as Purdue
University, where they will
meet another chapter of
Delta Chi, and El Paso, Ill.
See MILE I Page 5

TICKET GIVEAWAY
‘People Are Crazy’ contest
TO ENTER:

BILLY CURRINGTON

APRIL 27

INSIDE > NEWS, 2 |SPORTS, 3 |OPINION, 4 |LIFE!, 6

1. ‘Like’ The Parthenon on Facebook.
2. Post a photo or video of you and your friends
being crazy.
3. Be creative.

The two best posts will win a pair of concert tickets,
courtesy of the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.

56° 36°
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Summer classes depend on enrollment
BY SARAH SMITH

FOR THE PARTHENON
Frequently, students are
unable to take summer
classes not only because
they are unable to pay for
classes but because the
classes are not offered.
This is because Marshall
University summer classes
are on the entrepreneurial
model, meaning the classes
have to pay for themselves
with a minimum amount
of students or they are not
taught.
The
entrepreneurial
model affects both professors and students.
“I have had a summer
class dropped for lack of
enrollment before,” said
Kathleen Cutler, professor
of English 101.
“I think the cost of summer classes is an awful
lot,” said Hannah Kittle,
sophomore creative writing
major from Williamstown,
W.Va. “I would have to work
an entire summer at a job
just to pay for one class,
and I would need several,
especially because I just

“

I believe the university tries to meet the
needs of the student body by offering
a variety of courses at a fair price, but
Marshall has to balance a budget just as
we all do.”

switched my major. I have
several classes, it would be
so nice if I could just take
them during the summer,
but I can’t afford it.”
With three-hour summer
courses costing more than
$700 each, student budgets
can affect the number of
students enrolled in summer classes.
“The reason why I would
not take summer classes is
because I live so far away,”
Kittle said. “I live two hours
away so I would either take
online classes or I would
have to live here. Because
most of my classes aren’t
offered online during the
summer, I would have to
live here, which would
mean not only do I have
to pay tuition and pay for
the classes, I would also
have to pay for room and

> SABRINA JONES
board which for me is unaffordable since all of my
scholarships do not cover
summer classes.”
Cutler said there are differences between summer
classes and courses during
the semester.
Cutler said they have
very good retention, unlike
regular semester classes
which fill up quickly before
many students drop or stop
going.
“Instead of having an
entire semester to work
through, you have five
weeks,” Cutler said. “Because you meet with
students
every
single
day, and they don’t have
breaks, they don’t have
other classes, they usually
don’t have other classes to
concentrate on, they don’t
have other things breaking

up their attention span it
works more like a workshop than a classroom and
you can get a lot of good
work done in the time that
you have.”
Most summer classes
are core credits required
in all majors such as English, math, science and
humanities.
Kittle
said
summer
classes would help her
catch up faster since changing majors, leave time
to take more interesting classes and graduate
earlier.
Summer credits are also
offered for students that
have minors or require
credits other than the
classes for their major.
Kittle said as a student
in the honors college and
getting a french minor she
has to take extra classes
and summer courses would
leave time for them.
“I think that it’s great
that the university offers
it, especially for students
who are further on in their
See SUMMER I Page 5

Twenty-one faculty
members to retire
THE PARTHENON
The spring semester is
coming to an end, and a
total of 21 faculty members will be retiring at its
closing.
A general faculty meeting will be conducted
at 2 p.m.
Wednesday
in the Joan C. Edwards
Performing Art Center
to recognize the faculty
members and present
several awards.
All faculty members are
invited and encouraged
to attend the meeting to
honor the retirees.
Marshall
University
president Stephen Kopp
will be in attendance and
will speak before the recognition of the retiring
faculty.
Jamey Halleck, college
of business professor,
and Camilla Brammer,

senate chair, will recognize the 21 retiring
faculty members.
Seven awards will be
presented to a variety
of faculty members who
have shown excellence
throughout the year.
The awards include the
Faculty
Distinguished
Service
Award,
The
John & Francis Rucker
Graduate
Adviser
of
the Year Award, The
Distinguished
Artists
& Scholars Award, E.
Pickens/G. Queen Excellence in Teaching Award,
Marshall & Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher
Award and the Charles
E. Hedrick Outstanding
Faculty Award.
At the conclusion of the
general faculty meeting,
there will be a reception
in the lobby of the performing arts center.

Relay for Life raises more than $25K
BY ASHLEY FOSTER
THE PARTHENON

Marshall Students and
Huntington Community
Members came out to
Buskirk Field at Marshall
University on Friday to
suppor t Relay for Life.
The fundraising goal for
this year was $25,000 and
that goal was exceeded
just moments before the
event began. Relay for
Life’s funding goes toward
the American Cancer Society in helping find cures
and treatment for cancer.
Tiffany Taylor, public
relations chair for Relay
for Life at Marshall, said
60 percent of money
raised from this event will
stay in the Tri-State Area.
“Everybody can relate
to this cause – no matter you age or ethnicity,”
Taylor said. “My family alone has had several
people who have battled
with cancer. I hold Relay for Life ver y close to
my hear t. It’s just a way
I can give back to those
still
str uggling,
and
those who are here who
are amazing sur vivors.”
According to the American Cancer society, one
in three people are affected by cancer and only
25 percent of cases are
successfully treated. As
the event began the first
lap was the Survivors Lap.
Survivors of cancer carried
flags walking a lap around
Buskirk Field as others
cheered them on. The second lap was the Caregivers
Lap giving tribute to loved
ones who have been taken
by cancer. The remaining
laps were for the rest of
the team participants.
Prior to reaching their
goal of $25,000, Kevin
Tephabock,
state
vice
president of West Virginia
Relay for Life, told participants they could paint him
green if the goal was met.
Tephabock helps oversee
more than 60 Relay for Life
events around the state every year.
“The original goal at

Marshall this year was
$11,000, but I like to challenge
students,”
said
Tephabock. “The students
have worked very hard to
reach this goal and I am
proud. It’s all about saving
lives and having fun.”
Debbie Ratliff, sevenyear Breast Cancer survivor
from Huntington, was the
first to spread green paint
over Tephabock’s face.
Ratliff laughed as she then
painted over the “WVU”
on Tephabock’s shirt.
“I think this year’s Relay
for Life is just wonderful,”
Ratliff said. “Cancer is
the toughest battle you will
ever fight, but it’s worth it.
It is important for people
to remember that there is
life after the fight.”
In addition to the Relay
for Life committee and
individual
participants,
Marshall’s Greek life contributed a huge part of
funds that went towards
meeting the events overall
goal. Total funding raised
by Greek Life was $18,000.
Nicole White, freshman

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

TOP: Members of the Marshall and Huntington community gather Friday at Buskirk Field to support Relay for Life. BOTTOM: Kevin Tephabock (left),
state vice president of West Virginia Relay for Life, gets painted green after the fundraising goal was met.
nur sing
major
from
Har tford,
Ct.,
and
member of Alpha Chi
Omega, said they raised
money by selling spor ts
cups and taking email
donations.

“Figh t i n g c a n c e r i s a
cause that ever ybody
c a n r e l a t e t o, ” W h i t e
said. “Relay for Life
has brought our community
t oge t h e r
for
t h a t ’s b i g ge r t h a n j u s t

page designed and edited by KATIE QUINONEZ | quinonez@marshall.edu

c a m p u s. ”
E ve n
though
final count of funding
raised was just more
than $25,000, donations
continued to come in
throughout the evening

as teams walked laps
in suppor t of Relay for
Life and the fight against
cancer.
A shley Foster can be
contacted at foster108@
m ars h all. e d u .
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Baseball drops series to Houston
CAITIE SMITH

THE PARTHENON
It just wouldn’t be baseball season without a few
heartbreak losses and nailbiting finishes thrown in the
mix.
On the plus side, the Marshall University Thundering
Herd was able to snap their
five game losing streak. On
the downside, they lost two
games this past weekend by
just one run.
“We played hard and
there’s still some things we
have to work on to get where
we need to be,” junior Alfredo Brito said.
The Herd traveled to
Houston, Texas to face off
against the University of
Houston Cougars. Coming
into the series, Marshall was
a half game behind Houston
in the C-USA standings. The
Cougars threw a wrinkle
in the league when they
tied East Carolina after the
league’s travel curfew made
the game’s score final.
In game one, Houston
took the lead at 2-0, and then
Marshall fought back scoring one run in the top of the
sixth and one run in the top
of the eighth to tie the game.
Aaron Blair took charge
at the mound, going strong
in six innings of work. Blair
struck out five and allowed
one walk and six hits.
Fellow sophomore Josh
King came in for relief. King
worked almost flawlessly

through the first three innings, only giving up two
hits and one walk while fanning two.
The game seemed destined for extra innings until
the Cougars clawed their
way through King’s dynamic pitching and put the
Herd into a jam. Houston
attacked with three hits in
the bottom of the ninth and
aggressive base running allowed them to edge out the
Herd 3-2.
Looking for revenge, the
Herd came into Saturday’s
contest ready.
Veteran Mike Mason got
the start and went six innings, allowing three runs
on six hits. He walked four
and struck out two. All three

of Houston’s runs were
scored in the bottom of the
fourth.
Marshall got on the board
in the fourth inning when
Brito hit a ball flying to left
center field for his fourth
home run of the season.
Brito would again come
through in the clutch, hitting
a double to allow leadoff
man Isaac Ballou to score.
Brito had three RBIs on
the weekend and now boasts
25 on the year.
“I feel like it’s my job to
bring the runners in when
they’re in scoring position,”
Brito said. “That’s part of
my job.”
Without sensational work
out of the bullpen, the Herd
could have had another one

slip through its clinches.
Closer Jesse Fernandez
was called upon for the last
out of the eighth and proceeded to stay in for the
final inning. The bottom
of the ninth turned into a
pressure-cooker situation,
as Fernandez gave up his
only hit of the game. A two
out single and stolen base
put the Cougars tying run
in scoring position, until
Fernandez got the batter
looking on a pitch in the outside corner. Marshall took
the victory 4-3.
“It felt awesome,” Fernandez said. “We’ve been
struggling as a team, and
because of that I haven’t had
See BASEBALL I Page 5
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Sophomore pitcher Josh King throws
a pitch in an April 17 loss to Morehead
St. King and the Herd were defeated
twice this weekend in a threegame
series against Houston.

A FINAL FAREWELL

Marshall golf coach says goodbye after 40 years
BY JARROD CLAY
THE PARTHENON

In today’s college
sports world, it’s
not the norm for a coach
to stay at one school for
more than decade, but
Marshall’s Joe Feaganes is not the
norm.
The
Marshall
graduate
has
been
coaching
Marshall’s
golf team for
40 years, and
after
this
weekend’s
Conference
USA
Tournament
in Texarkana,
Ark., Feaganes’
tenure at Marshall will come
to an end.
“If
you’d
asked me 40
years ago how
long I was going to be the
golf coach here
I wouldn’t have
guessed
this
long,” Feaganes
said.
Feaganes has
been at Marshall
since he enrolled
at the school in
1962. He played
golf for the Herd
and went on to be
a graduate from the
university.
Coming out of
school, Feaganes’

original plan was not to
become a golf coach, but instead, to become a football
coach. Feaganes’ original
plan did not pan out.
Instead of becoming a
football coach, Feaganes
began a short, four-year
teaching career before becoming the golf coach at
Marshall.
“This is my alma mater.”
Feaganes said. “I played
golf here in the early and
mid 60s. I thought I was going to be a football coach.
That’s what I really wanted
to do. That didn’t work out
so I taught school for four
and a half years right after
I finished (at Marshall) and
then the golf job opened up
and I was asked by the athletic director at that time if
I’d be interested in the golf
job.”
Although coaching golf
was not the original dream
for Feaganes, he said looking back — he wouldn’t
want it any other way.
When Feaganes was first
hired as Marshall’s men’s
golf coach, he faced an interesting situation as a
coach. He wasn’t a full-time
employee.
In fact, his first five years
as head coach, Feaganes
worked another job on the
side.
“For the first five years
I was the head coach, but I
was a part-time employee
of the university,” Feaganes said. “My dad owned a
commercial glass business
here in town so I worked for
him.”
By the time 1977 rolled
around,
Feaganes
had
earned a full-time role as
Marshall’s head coach of

the men’s golf team. Not
only did he get the full-time
job, but Feaganes also took
over duties of head fund
raiser for Marshall athletics.
“I was asked if I was interested in being the Big Green
director so I got out of the
glass business and came on
full-time as the Big Green
director and the full-time
golf coach,” Feaganes said.
Feaganes admittedly is
the kind of person that does
not like idle time, and that
shows in his resume.
For his first 25 years as the
men’s golf coach, Feaganes
also held numerous other
roles within Marshall’s athletic program.
“At some points in time
I was the assistant athletic
director and the associate
athletic director, but I maintained the golf job all the
years,” Feaganes said. “For
the last 15 years or so it’s
been just golf.”
Joe Feaganes has spent 40
years as Marshall’s men’s
golf coach, but he has been
involved with the green and
white for much longer. Going back to when he enrolled
as a student, Feaganes has
spent the better part of 50
years associated with Marshall, which is something
that makes retiring with the
Herd even more special.
“I spent most of my adult
life associated with Marshall and Marshall golf,”
Feaganes said. “It’s been
pretty special, especially
with all the players and different personalities and
teams that I’ve crossed
paths with. It’s just been a
pretty good run.”
See GOLF COACH I Page 5
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Concussion awareness continues
to progress in collegegiate athletics
NATHAN BARHAM

FOR THE PARTHENON
As awareness of concussions in sports rises, more
time and effort is being
spent on treating them.
Injuries happen in all
sports, but concussions receive particular attention
because they involve damage
to the brain.
“It’s basically a mild
trauma to the brain that creates transient confusion,”
said Tom Belmaggio, Marshall’s head athletic trainer.
Symptoms include headaches, confusion, trouble
concentrating or remembering and other symptoms. A
player does not have to lose
consciousness to have a
concussion.
Concussions can be difficult to spot, and it is not
always obvious when one
does occur. An article that
appeared in the Chronicle
of Higher Education on Oct.
1, 2010 cites research from
Kevin M. Guskiewicz, chair
of the department of exercise and sport science at the
University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill that found big
hits in football are not the
only ones that can cause concussions. Smaller hits often
do not get the same attention
because they do not look as
bad. According to the article,
this can increase the risk of
damage as getting hit after
a concussion is often worse
than the initial contact, due
to the fact that the player is
not fully recovered.
The NCAA does not have
an exact definition for what
constitutes as a concussion.
According to its website, a
concussion is “a brain injury
that changes a person’s behavior, thinking or physical
functioning.” NCAA regulations require any player who
suffers a concussion must
not return to a game or practice for the rest of that day.
Marshall’s policy defines
a concussion as transient
confusion for more than 15
minutes.
Marshall’s Athletic Department
prepares
for
concussions before an athlete ever plays a game. Each
Marshall athlete is tested
when he or she arrives on
campus to determine a baseline for comparisons.
There are two tests used by
the Marshall training staff
to determine the baseline,
Belmaggio said. The first
test is a neurocognitive test.
The test measures thinking ability. It looks at verbal
and visual memory, reaction
time and processing speed.
The second test deals with
balance. The athletes are
tested on two feet and each
foot alone to see how stable
they are on a balance pad.
An athlete who receives a
concussion has to wait before
he can play or practice again.
First, he has to stop showing
symptoms of a concussion.
Then he has to wait a period
of time: Five days for contact
sports such as football, four
days for non-contact sports
such as swimming.
After the wait period, the
athlete has to retake the two
tests and receive a passing
score. His score needs to be
close to his initial score from
the first time he took the test.
This process takes place
for all athletes who sustain
a concussion. It does not
have to happen in a game or
practice. Marshall athletes
have sustained concussions

off the field, such as in car
accidents. The procedure
is the same for off-the-field
concussions as it is for onthe-field concussions.
Concussions often are
linked to football, with its
jarring, full-body collisions.
Other sports also carry
concussion risks. An article
about concussions in the
June 15, 2007 edition of the
Chronicle of Higher Education listed football as the
sport with the most concussions per game, using data
from the 2004-2005 academic
year.
Women’s sports also have
high risks for concussions.
The article lists men’s ice
hockey as the sport with the
second highest rate for concussions, but it is followed by
women’s soccer and women’s ice hockey. Women’s
basketball had a higher rate
of concussions than men’s
basketball.
Head Strength and Conditioning Coach Joe Miday has
noticed the number of sports
where concussions are seen.
“Every year I have one
softball girl get a concussion: Running into the fence,
running into another softball player,” he said in an
interview last November.
“Concussion
are
pretty
common in men’s soccer:
Headers, getting kicked, colliding, clash of heads. And
football, it’s unbelievable
how many concussions are
out there.”
The dangers of concussions can be seen in all levels
of sports. Increasingly, concussions are occurring in
younger players, not just
professionals. A study by
the American Academy of
Pediatrics that was printed
in the September 2010 issue
of Pediatrics cited underreporting as a possible cause.
Concussions in the young
are a concern because their
brains are still developing,
the study said.
Concern over the safety of
players has also spread beyond those directly involved
in sports. The government
has gotten involved, and efforts to create legislation
dealing with youth concussions have been seen in
many states. U.S. Sen. Jay
Rockefeller, D-W.Va., has
been involved with the issue.
He took part in a roundtable discussion on April 12
in Sheperdstown, W.Va. to
raise awareness of the issue in young athletes. The
Associated Press reported
that Rockefeller said one of
his sons sustained three concussions in his youth playing
football at the meeting in
Sheperdstown.
“We need to make sure
See CONCUSSION I Page 5
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION
link in the navigation bar to write a letter to the editor
and let your voice be heard.

EDITORIAL

Supreme Court should rule against
Arizona’s racist immigration law
This week, the Supreme Court will rule to see if Arizona’s controversial immigration law is constitutional.
The court should rule against this law that only opens
the door to further abuse of racial profiling and intimidation by police.
In theory, this law seeks to make life so difficult for
illegal immigrants within Arizona that they will leave. It
has allowed police to make any Hispanic person in Arizona a potential criminal suspect.
Police are able to pull over –– or stop –– any person they suspect of being an illegal immigrant, ask for
the appropriate paper to prove citizenship and then if
those papers are not produced, detain them in one of
the many overcrowded prisons in this country. This is
a battle for human rights. The Supreme Court should
repeal this egregious law and hold federal rule over the
state of Arizona. By repealing this law, other similar laws
established in Alabama and Georgia should also be shot
down.
Immigration is foreign policy. It should not be left to
states like Arizona to govern themselves in matters of
foreign policy that is the federal government’s job. Two

separate courts have already blocked four main provisions of this bill, and it is now up to the Supreme Court,
to heed the precedent of these two courts and stop these
practices. This law in Arizona, and the other similar laws
in Georgia and Alabama, have done nothing but harm
both to the country and to the states themselves. Farmers
in Alabama and Georgia have complained that after the
immigration laws were passed their workforces — mainly
made up of illegal immigrants — disappeared. And when
these workers were to be replaced by American workers,
the farmers found that these people were unwilling to do
the work the illegal immigrants had. Irony indeed.
The law in Arizona is the antithesis of American
thought. Everyone in this country is an immigrant or
comes from a bloodline that immigrated here — with
the exception of Native Americans. We all deserve the
chance to lead the best lives possible.
No human is illegal. This country’s diversity stems
from immigration and laws like the one in Arizona
do nothing but attempt to strip the country of what
it was one of it founding principles: “All men are created equally.”

COLUMN

Help secure students’ future: Forgive student debt

BY TRENT KAYS

MINNESOTA DAILY, U.
MINNESOTA VIA UWIRE

Last month, the Student
Loan Forgiveness Act of
2012 (HR 4170) was introduced into the U.S. House
of Representatives by Congressman Hansen Clarke, a
Democrat from Michigan.
The discussion of student
loan forgiveness has reached
a point where politicians
are finally taking notice.
Though, in some conversations, it seems that many are
confused about what exactly
will be forgiven if HR 4170
passes.
The resolution will not just
wipe out all student debt.
It is a structured program
that will allow students and
former students to reach a
point where they no longer
need to pay. Basically, if students make loan payments
equal to 10 percent of their
discretionary income for 10
years, their remaining federal student loan debt will
be forgiven. Needless to say,
this resolution will have

profound implications for
many in the United States.
Our society values a college education, or that’s
what we’re supposed to believe. For many students, the
drive to attend college is ingrained in them as children.
Their parents encourage
and, many times, decide
their children will go to college. Often, these decisions
are regardless of what their
children want, yet the belief
that children should be better off than their parents is
strong.
There was never any doubt
that I would attend college.
I always knew I would, and
though my parents usually
demanded I do so, I always
wanted to go anyway. It’s
safe to assume that my life
would be dramatically different had I not attended
college. Now, as a teacher
and doctoral candidate, I
understand the profound
impact a college education
can have on someone. However, I also understand that
college isn’t for everyone.
The drive to send everyone
to college may be partly to

blame for the current crisis
higher education finds itself
in.
Indeed, that drive is responsible for the outrageous
loan debt many students
have accumulated. We tell
children that they must go
to college in order to be successful in the world, and
then we make college almost
completely
unaffordable.
So, students go to college
and take out loans all on the
belief that they will be successful in the world and will
be able to pay them off. This
is a false belief and one we
should stop selling to people.
It almost seems unethical
to continue telling people
that college is a smart choice,
given the massive amounts
of debt many will have to accumulate in order to attend.
It’s a symptom of a society that values the wrong
things. Our society props up
the great American dream,
while simultaneously shouldering future generations
with so much debt that it
almost doesn’t matter if
there’s a dream.
I’m happy to see HR

4170 because it forgives
debt while still holding the
debtors accountable. This
marriage of responsibilities,
the government’s to protect
the future of its citizens and
the citizens’ to their loans,
seems too good to be true.
The resolution will allow
those with student loans to
be free of them after 10 years.
There are too many people,
from undergraduates to
doctoral-level students, who
will accumulate enough debt
to keep them paying into
their AARP years. How is
this acceptable? It’s acceptable because education is a
highly personal venture, and
as such, it is often thought
of as something separate
from the community. This,
however, is ridiculous. Education is only possible
through the act of the individual within a community
of support.
It’s amazing how many
with student loans or who
know others with student
loans want things to change.
Currently, as I write this column, there are over 865,000
signatures on an online

petition urging Congress to
pass HR 4170. That’s a huge
number, and it’s only rising. This is a real concern
for many Americans, and
it shows by the number of
people who’ve signed the petition and by the amount of
press student loan debt gets
in the media.
While a delicate political
issue, student loan debt can
no longer be ignored. The
cost of college is rising. The
interest rates on student
loans are rising. Everything
is becoming more expensive
yet reduced in value. This
is unacceptable in the 21st
century, and those in power
must address it. However,
it’s just not enough to pass
HR 4170. We need to start
thinking about college in a
different way.
College works for some
and not for others, but society is too focused on sending
every child to college when
that’s an unrealistic and
damning goal. If everyone
goes to college, the value
of the experience is diminished. This can already be
seen in many fields that

require a Bachelor of Arts
degree. It seems the Master
of Arts degree is becoming
the new B.A. degree. Why?
Saturation.
I would never want to tell
someone not to go to college
if that was their life-path.
However, it should be noted
that college is not the only
path that leads to success
in life. Instead, we should
work toward understanding how society depends on
many different paths of success. Everyone deserves to
be happy, pursue their own
destiny and not be burdened
with debt they can never
escape.
HR 4170 is a start, and it
will go a long way to ensuring an economically secure
future for many students.
If we can learn that college isn’t the only path to
success and encourage
children to pursue their
own passions, then we may
be able to alleviate some
of the pressures put on
higher
education,
students, teachers and anyone
beginning their journey
into the world.

ONLINE POLL

What are your plans after graduation?
n I'm taking a job in my field.
n I’m moving back in with my parents.
n I'm going to graduate school.
n I’m doing an internship so I can maybe get a job in my
field.
n I am directionless, currently.

Visit us at
marshallparthenon.com
to let us know what you
think.
page designed and edited by WILLIAM LINEBERRY | lineberry2@marshall.edu
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Squirreling
AROUND

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

A gray squirrel sits atop a branch on Marshall’s
campus. This species of squirrels is the most
common observable on campus, native to the
Eastern United States.

SUMMER

Continued from Page 2
or the seniors for whatever
reason they didn’t get their
basic classes in. I think it’s
a good way for them to get

GYT

Continued from Page 1
and even more often don’t
understand the severity of
the dangers associated with
it,” Bean said. “Getting
tested, wearing a condom
and having open conversations with your partner are
necessary in the development of a healthy sexual
relationship.”
Bean said the event was

GOLF COACH

Continued from Page 3
In 40 years of coaching, the
list of players come through
the program gets to be quite
extensive. Despite the number of players Feaganes
coaches, he said he still remembers them all and keep
in touch with them the best
he can.
“I try to stay in touch with
former players,” Feaganes
said. “We have a fundraiser
every year called Herd Golf
Day and a lot of ex-players
come back, but to me they’re
not ‘ex-players,’ they’re still
Marshall golfers. It’s still
their program just as much
as it’s mine.”
Marshall’s
Herd Golf
Day is just one occasion for

BASEBALL

Continued from Page 3
many save opportunities.
When I came in, I knew it
was my job to step up as a
senior and get us through
those last two innings.”
Brito, Ballou and third
baseman Gray Stafford all
went 2-4 in the contest.
The final chapter on Sunday was almost a replay of
the first two games. Marshall got on the board in the
second inning, when Brito
reached on an error and proceeded to score off a hit from
outfielder Eric Semeniuk.
Thor Meeks also scored
that inning off a single from

CONCUSSION

Continued from Page 3
that everyone in West Virginia knows how to reduce
the number of concussions,
since they can have longterm consequences for our
children’s health,” Rockefeller said in a press release.
Research into concussions
has advanced in recent years,
but the issue is not fully understood yet. The NCAA In
particular, how short-term
damage and potential longterm problems are related

it in there and still get out
of college on track,” Cutler
said.
“Course availability is always going to be dependent
on student enrollment,”

said professor of summer
English 101, Sabrina Jones.
“Professors
understand
this when they agree to
cover courses that may not
be guaranteed. I believe

the university tries to meet
the needs of the student
body by offering a variety
of courses at a fair price, but
Marshall has to balance a
budget just as we all do.”

MILE

The journey will cover
West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa.
The group will leave
May 9 for their proposed
10-day trip and return
to Huntington on the
Amtrak.
Jimmy Valvano was a
North Carolina State University basketball coach

who died of cancer in 1993.
Delta Chi fraternity adopted The Jimmy V. Cancer
Research Foundation and
his famous motto, “Don’t
Give up, Never Give up,” as
their national philanthropy
in 2008.
Delta
Chi
will
continue t o a c c ep t d o nations un t i l t h e e n d o f
the semest e r.
Christina Carrion can be
contacted at carrion@marshall.edu.

Feaganes to keep up with
former players. Many have
enjoyed amateur golf careers and many are still in
the area and involved with
Marshall.
“We try to follow them
even after they’ve graduated
and hopefully they do well
not only in golf, but in whatever profession they chose
to go into as well,” Feaganes
said.
The Marshall golf team
is coming off a ninth place
finish at Ohio State last
weekend and will be playing in the Conference USA
Tournament Sunday through
Tuesday.
Senior
Bosten
Miller
has played under Feaganes for four years, and said
he wants to win the C-USA

Tournament not just to end
his career on a high not, but
to end his coach’s as well.
“It’s just another thing you
can tell your kids and grandkids about one day, it’d be a
pretty big honor,” said senior Bosten Miller.
Miller said Feaganes has
played a major role in his
life at Marshall, and is not
sure how he will react when
he knows both their careers
have come to an end.
“It’s going to be pretty
emotional walking the 18
fairway with him, but I’m going to go out there and win
just like I do every week,”
Miller said. “I’m just excited;
I’m not sure what it’s going
to be like walking down the
last few holes with him.”
For Feaganes, he said it

has not set in that the CUSA tournament could be
his final round as coach of
the Thundering Herd and
doesn’t know what to expect
come Sunday.
“Reality at some point in
time is going to set in. I’m
not going to worry about that
until the last putt drops. The
emotions are up and down,
you’re looking forward to
winding things down, but
you always have mixed emotions about it,” Feaganes
said.
Although he and the team
have seen its fair share of
struggles the past four years,
Miller said he cannot imagine playing college golf for
any coach other than Joe
Feaganes.
“It’s been pretty great here

second baseman Andrew
Dundon.
Semeniuk scored in the top
of the fourth of an RBI single
from Ballou as the Herd took
a 3-1 lead.
The Cougars returned two
runs to tie the game up in the
fifth, and it would remain
tied until the bottom of the
eighth when a sacrifice fly
with the bases loaded would
put Houston on top.
The Herd once again
looked to Fernandez in the
eighth, but he was in a bit
of an unfamiliar situation.
The senior from Miami, Fla.,
rarely gets consecutive game
action.
“The fact that I hadn’t
thrown in back to back days

did affect me a little. I was a
little tired,” Fernandez said.
Fernandez said he takes
the role of closer to heart.
“There’s always a little
pressure when the whole
team counts on you to close
a game,” Fernandez added.
“Every time I go into a game,
I give it all I’ve got. I feel
that’s the reason the coaches
trust me to close and also
why the team is behind me
100 percent.”
Fernandez said he has one
thing on his mind when his
cleats hit that rubber — no
matter the game situation.
“Make good pitches, and
get the first guy out.”
Marshall will look to
boost their number in the

win column this Wednesday
against
Eastern
Kentucky at the Kennedy
Center YMCA field along
Route 2. First pitch is set
for 3:00 p.m.
The Herd lost to the Colonels earlier this season but
have grown a lot as a team
since then.
“We’re gonna try and play
great defense and make the
plays that have to be made,”
Brito said. “We’re going to
try and hit better with runners in scoring position. We
have to fight every weekend
to get into that conference
tournament.”
Caitie Smith can be contacted
at
smith1650@
marshall.edu.

needs more research, said
Jeff Kutcher, clinical associate professor of neurology at
Michigan, in a press release.
“There’s a tremendous
need for data that describe both the short and
long-term health consequences of concussions,”
Kutcher said. “There are
some hints, and a series of
case reports in the literature, but no well-controlled
study that addresses the
long-term questions.”
Kutcher is one of the lead investigators in a study that was
recently given a grant from

the NCAA. The study will look
at athletes in 11 sports from
three different schools and
attempt to follow them after
they leave college to collect
data on the long term effects
of concussions.
While awareness of the
dangers of concussions has
brought more emphasis
on treatment and prevention, concussions cannot be
completely prevented. As
athletes continue to get bigger, stronger, and faster, the
risks of concussions from an
impact remains present.
However, that awareness

remains one of the best tools
in fighting damage from
concussions, says Belmaggio. Athletes who are more
aware of the dangers involved with a concussion are
more likely to report potential concussions, and simply
being aware of what is going
on during play can prevent a
collision that could cause a
concussion.
“The biggest way to prevent it is just awareness,”
Belmaggio said.
Nathan Barham can be
contacted at barham4@
marshall.edu.

created to encourage young
people to not only take sex
seriously, but also to be
more comfortable with their
sexuality and realize seeing
a doctor and being tested is
the responsible thing to do.
Planned Parenthood joins
with MTV, the Kaiser Family Foundation and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to present
the event.
Molly Urian contaced at
urian@marshall.edu.

Continued from Page 1
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DELTA

Continued from Page 1
by the sorority members
themselves through a programmatic thrust where
they have certain requirements that are required by
their national office.
Booker said their five
points
are
educational
development, economic development,
international
awareness and involvement, political readiness
involvement and physical
mental output.
The sorority encourages anyone of the student
body to take place in these
events so they can get to
know different people and
organizations.

at Marshall. We have such a
big network of past players
and stuff like that, and I’ve
developed somewhat of a relationship with them and it’s
been pretty great and I don’t
think I’d trade it,” Miller
said.
While his coaching career
may come to an end Sunday,
Feaganes tenure at Marshall
does not officially end until
June 30, and he said there
will be plenty to do between
then and now.
“Once the season is over I
still have a lot to do, clearing
out my office and getting it
ready for the next guy coming in,” Feaganes said.
Coach Joe Feaganes said
he is not sure what life after
coaching holds in store for
him, but he hopes to spend

Booker said the most
enjoyable part during this
week is being able to get her
sorority out there so people
will learn about them.
“We keep it at a business
level, but at the same time
we’re having fun,” Booker said.
Booker said this week lets
students know that black
sororities do more than just
step and stroll, and that they
have both a business and educational aspect to them.
Delta Sigma Theta will
have a table set up in the
student center until Friday
for those who have questions about the week, or the
sorority itself.
Allyson warner can be
contacted at warner65@
marshall.edu.

some time, where else, the
golf course. Whatever retirement may bring for
Feaganes, he is not the type
to stay idle for long.
“If I can get all my body
parts working I’d like to play
a little bit more golf,” Feaganes said. “I really don’t have
any plans. I might play a little golf, but I’m going to have
to have something to do because I’m not one to just sit
around home and do ‘honeydo’ jobs.”
After the first two days of
the Conference USA Tournament the Herd sits in seventh
place, and looks to climb to
rankings with just one day
remaining.
Jarrod Clay can be contacted at clay105@marshall.
edu.
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African dance and culture
BY KEYAIRA MCCAULEY
THE PARTHENON

Students from the African
Drumming and Dance Ensemble course, now offered
at Marshall University, will
perform at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday in Smith Recital Hall.
Students
taking
this
course perform traditional
music from the following
West African Countries:
Benin, Guinea and Ghana.
Music in these countries
is drum-based and is used
as a reminder of the history and culture of each
country.
Laura Campbell, vocal
performance student at
Marshall, said her favorite
part about this class is the
people.
“Everyone is so incredibly
kind and outgoing, and I absolutely love goofing around
and dancing on a weekly basis with them,” Campbell
said. “People aren’t discouraging or cliquish in that
class, and it’s something
that I’ve come to appreciate
greatly.”
Campbell said her interest
in the ensemble stemmed
from her friendship with the
director’s daughter.
Jaye Ike, college of fine
arts special projects coordinator, said one really neat
thing about African Drum
and Dance is that one doesn’t
need to be a music major to
participate.
“In fact, I believe all of
our music ensembles are
open to majors and nonmajors,” Ike said. “The

STUDENTS LEARN TECHNIQUES THROUGH COURSEWORK

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Students in the new African Drumming and Dance Ensemble course practice their performance, which will take place at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday in Smith Recital Hall. Students in the course
perform traditional music from Benin, Guinae and Ghana.
arts often have a way of
bringing people together
and
celebrating
things
from history — African
Drum and Dance Ensemble
is no different.”
Students in this course
not only engage in the
music, dance and song of
these countries, but also
their cultural aspects and

customs.
“A song we are doing is
called ‘Tokwe,’” Campbell
said. “The song is filled
with dancers pairing up
and dancing face to face,
and the lyrics literally
mean ‘playful teasing.’
It’s a great song, and the
words really go along with
the choreography.”

Ike said she encourages people to attend the
performance.
“Each time they perform,
it’s a beautiful, colorful and
uplifting event,” Ike said.
Campbell said she has
learned so many cultural
aspects about Africa from
her experiences taking this
course.

“From songs to dances
and from drumming to
literal text translations,
African Drum and Dance
has taught me more about
the culture of Africa than
any history class I’ve ever
had,” Campbell said. “I’m
so grateful to have had this
experience, and I look forward to doing it again next

year.”
The performance will
have four aspects: Drumming, dancing, singing and
costumes.
This performance is open
to all majors and is free to
the public.
Keyaira McCauley can be
contacted at mccauley12@
marshall.edu.

Students learn Korean with help of new program
BY BRITTANEE BARTON
THE PARTHENON

Marshall University students are broadening their
horizons by learning
a new language.
Learn Korean,
a
program
sponsored by
Korean Club,
teaches
the Korean
language
to
students twice
each week.
JeongHyeon Lee, senior
accounting
major, president of
Korean Club and
one-year exchange student from a university in
Korea, founded the group
last semester after seeing a
similar set up with the Japanese program on campus.
Unlike Japanese, the university does not offer a Korean
major or Korean classes.
Lee said Learn Korean has
about 16 active participants

who are taught by nine native speaking tutors. The
goal is to improve
grammar and become
more
comfortable
speaking. The group
also meets monthly
to hang out together,
examine cultural differences and make
Korean food.
Lee said the most
interesting cultural discussion
centered
around the divide
between North Korea and South
Korea.
“We
had a
conversation
about
the
North
Korea/South
Korea relationship,”
Lee
said. “Last semester, we
watched a movie because
people here don’t know
much about it. They (North

Korea and South Korea) are
not the same.”
Students have varying
reasons for attending Learn
Korean. One student said her
boyfriend is Korean, which
piqued her interest in learning. Another student said his
motivation stemmed from
the movies and television
shows he watched in Korean.
James Kiger, senior Japanese major from Wheeling,
W.Va., said he viewed Korean as a new challenge.
“I am fluent in Japanese,”
Kiger said. “I studied a year
in Japan, and now I want to
go to Korea. Like Spanish
and Italian, Japanese and
Korean are very, very close
languages.”
Several Japanese students
are involved in Learn Korean
because they say it is easy to
transfer Japanese grammar
to Korean grammar.
Kiger said the main difference between English and
Korean exists when talking
to people of authority and
importance.
“They have grammar

sets, sentence structures
and words that they use to
be polite,” Kiger said. “We
would just be more polite or
pronounce things better, but
they have an actual different language they would

semester.
Learn Korean meets at 2
p.m. Thursdays in the Global
Study Lounge in Old Main
321 and 2 p.m. Fridays in
the Campus Christian

Center.
Brittanee Barton can be
contacted at barton35@
marshall.edu.

use.”

Approximately
25
students come
to
Marshall
from Korea for
the
exchange
program every
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